
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Electric system improvements 
near you   

You are receiving this newsletter because you are near the 

proposed Boreal 193S Substation Connection Project and 

we want your input. 
 

DEFINITION: 

Transmission  

Transmission lines make up Alberta’s 

electric highway, linking the places 

where power is generated to your 

community where power is used. 

Transmission lines transport large 

amounts of power over long distances 

from power plants across the province. 

The transmission system connects 

diverse sources of power generation 

including wind, high-efficiency coal, 

natural gas and more. 

A new 240 Kilovolt (kV) transmission line is required to connect the 

proposed Cenovus FCCL Ltd. Boreal 193S Substation to AltaLink’s existing 

971L transmission line. This will allow Cenovus’ proposed Narrows Lake Oil 

Sands Project to receive power from the Alberta Interconnected Electric 

System.   

You may have questions or concerns about Cenovus’ Narrows Lake Oil 

Sands Project or the proposed Cenovus FCCL Ltd. Boreal 193S Substation.   

Please contact Cenovus directly for more information about these projects. 

Their contact information is on the back of this newsletter.  

We are providing you with: 

 transmission line project details 

 maps of the potential route options 

 information about how you can provide your input 

 the transmission line project schedule  

Boreal 193S Substation Connection Project   

AltaLink’s transmission system efficiently 

delivers electricity to 85% of Albertans. 

Dedicated to meeting the growing need for 

electricity, AltaLink connects Albertans to 

renewable, reliable and low-cost power. 

With a commitment to community and 

environment, AltaLink is ensuring the 

transmission system will support Albertans’ 

quality of life for years to come. Learn more 

at www.altalink.ca. 

 

 1-877-267-5903 

stakeholderrelations@altalink.ca 

www.altalink.ca/regionalprojects 

 

Contact Us 

JULY 2014 

http://www.altalink.ca/


 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Project details  

The Boreal 193S Substation Connection Project is located 12 

kilometres (7 miles) east of Conklin. We are proposing to 

construct one 240 kV single-circuit transmission line 

approximately 15 kilometres (nine miles) in length that will 

connect to the existing 971L line between existing Black 

Spruce 154S substation and Conklin 762S substation. 

This proposed transmission line will be supported using 

wooden H-frame structures that will: 

 be approximately 19-27 m (60-90 feet) tall 

 have a width of approximately 12-15 metres 

(40-50 feet) 

 have a distance between structures of   

approximately 220 metres (720 feet)    

 have a right‐of‐way of approximately  

35 m (115 feet)  

 

In addition, some corner structures may be supported by guy 
wires and may require additional land outside of the right-of-
way to anchor the guy wires. 
 
To accommodate the connection of the proposed 971AL line 
to the 971L line, one airbreak structure will be added on the 
new line.  An airbreak is a piece of equipment that isolates 
portions of transmission line so that future maintenance can 
be performed without the need for outages. 
 

We have identified two potential route options, with one 

route variant for the proposed transmission line. Where 

possible, both route options parallel existing linear 

developments to reduce potential environmental impacts 

and land fragmentation.  If the Boreal 193S Substation 

Connection Project is approved, only one route option will be 

built. Please see the maps  included in this 

package to view the route options. 

 

When identifying route options, AltaLink takes several factors 

into consideration in an effort to find routes with a low 

overall impact. Some of the factors we take into 

consideration include agricultural, residential, environmental, 

electrical, cost, visual and other special considerations. 

Stakeholder input with respect to the criteria listed is an 

important part of our planning process. Please let us know 

what other factors are important to you so we can consider 

them when refining route options.  

 

 

 

The proposed H-frame 

structures will look similar to 

the structure pictured 

above.   

 

The proposed airbreak 

structure will look similar 

to the structure pictured 

above.   

 



 
 

 Anticipated project schedule 

Notify and consult with stakeholders June – December 2014 

File application with Alberta Utilities Commission (AUC) March 2015 

Start construction if project is approved   September 2015 

Construction completed March 2016 
Although we attempt to follow the anticipated project schedule it is subject to change. We will continue to provide you with updated  

schedule information as the project progresses. 

Other Projects in your area  

Project name Description Status  

Pike Substation and 
Transmission Line 
 

As part of the three-phase Christina Lake 
Area Transmission Development, AltaLink 
is proposing to construct approximately 22 
km (13.75 miles) of new 240 kV 
transmission to connect that will connect a 
new substation called Pike 17S and the 
existing Black Spruce Switching Station.  

The project has been 

approved and is currently in 

construction. 

 

Electric and Magnetic Fields (EMF) 

AltaLink recognizes that people have concerns about exposure to Electric and Magnetic Fields (EMF) and we take 

those concerns very seriously. Everyone in our society is exposed to EMF from many sources, including: 

 power lines and other electrical facilities 

 electrical appliances in your home 
 building wiring 

 
National and international organizations such as Health Canada and the World Health Organization have been 

conducting and reviewing research about EMF for more than 40 years. Based on this research, these organizations 

have not recommended the general public take steps to limit their everyday exposure to EMF from high voltage 

transmission lines. If you have any questions about EMF please contact us: 

 

Website: www.altalink.ca/emf  

Email: emfdialogue@altalink.ca  

Toll-free phone number: 866-451-7817 

Providing your input 

We will notify or contact landowners, residents and occupants near the proposed transmission line project to 

gather input and address questions or concerns. After this process is complete, we will file an application with the 

Alberta Utilities Commission (AUC). The AUC will review the application through a process in which you may 

participate. 

You will be notified when we file the application and again once the AUC has reached a decision about the project. 

To learn more about the AUC process and how you can become involved, please refer to the brochure included in 

this package titled Public Involvement in Needs or Facilities Applications. 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Included in this information 

package: 

 Project maps 

 AESO Need Overview 

 AUC brochure: Public 
Involvement in Needs or 
Facilities Applications 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DID YOU KNOW? 

According to the Canadian 

Electricity Association, 

Canada’s electricity grid 

was built for a population 

of about 20 million, but is 

today servicing around 35 

million people. Provinces 

across Canada, including 

Alberta, are working to 

reinforce their aging 

electric systems so they 

can continue to provide 

customers with reliable 

power. 

Contact us 

To learn more about the proposed Cenovus Boreal 193S Substation 

Connection Project, please contact: 

AltaLink at 1-877-267-5903 (toll-free) 
E-mail: stakeholderrelations@altalink.ca 
Website: www.altalink.ca/regionalprojects  

 
To learn more about the Cenovus FCCL Ltd. Narrows Lake Oil Sands Project 

or the proposed Cenovus Boreal 193S Substation, please contact: 

Cenovus Energy: Troy Schwab at 403-766-3279 

Email: troy.schwab@cenovus.com 

To learn more about Alberta’s electric system and the need for the project, 
please contact: 
 
Alberta Electric System Operator (AESO) at 1-888-866-2959 (toll-free) 
E-mail: stakeholder.relations@aeso.ca 
 

The Alberta Electric System Operator (AESO) is an independent, not-for-profit organization 

responsible for the safe, reliable and economic planning and operation of the provincial 

transmission grid. For more information about why this project is needed, please refer to 

the AESO’s Need Overview included with this package, or visit www.aeso.ca. If you have any 

questions or concerns about the need for this project you may contact the AESO directly. 

 

To learn more about the application and review process, please contact: 

 

Alberta Utilities Commission (AUC) at 780-427-4903  

(You can call toll-free by dialing 310-0000 before the number.) 

E-mail: utilitiesconcerns@auc.ab.ca 

  

Privacy Commitment  

AltaLink is committed to protecting your privacy. Your personal information that is 

collected will be protected under AltaLink’s Privacy Policy and the Freedom of 

Information and Protection of Privacy Act. As part of the regulatory process for 

new transmission projects, AltaLink may provide your personal information to the 

Alberta Utilities Commission (AUC). For more information about how AltaLink 

protects your personal information, visit our website at www.altalink.ca/privacy  

or contact us directly via e-mail at privacy@altalink.ca or phone at 1-877-267-

6760. 

 

http://www.altalink.ca/privacy
mailto:privacy@altalink.ca

